Content Analysis

What are you going to look at (websites, articles, commercials, etc.)?  Be as specific as possible. 

-If you are looking at websites, identify the websites. How much of each site do you plan to cover?*

-If you are looking at commercials, news articles, etc, what is your plan for locating relevant items? How much do you plan to look at?*

*You want to convince me that altogether you will be looking at about 10 hours worth of material.

What are the themes (or codes) that you think you will be looking for as you review your material?


-Will you be counting how much a particular item comes up?


-Or will you be gathering relevant references and then analyzing how particular
matters are discussed?


-Or some combination of the two?  Explain.

What do you expect to find?

Interviews

Who will you be interviewing (students at IC, people in the community, etc.)?  How do you plan to recruit people? How many people will you interview?

How will your interview work?

-Will you be talking with people face-to-face? Ask people to fill out a questionnaire?
 Etc.

-What kind of questions will you ask?  Multiple choice (like a survey)? Open-ended?

-Will all of your respondents answer the exact same questions (a structured interview)?  Or will you use the questions as a guideline and then build on the conversation as it develops (semi-structured interview)?

-How long do you expect each interview to take?

-How will you capture the information that you collect (record or write down brief notes as the person is talking)?

-What is your plan for protecting the identities of your respondents?

What do you expect to find?

Field Observations

Where are you going to conduct your observations?  Will you go to one site multiple times or will you go to several different sites?

-How long will each observation take and how often do you expect to return?

-Do you need any special permission to gain access? Or is it a public place?

-How do you plan to capture what you see (so that you can write up detailed field notes later)?

What are some of the things you are looking for while you are in the field?

-Will you be interacting with people while you are in the field?  Do you plan to ask them questions?  If so, what kind of questions do you have in mind?

-What is your plan for protecting the identities of your respondents?
-Do you have any concerns about being in the field?

What do you expect to find?
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